Guided Reading Planner- Amber Brown is Feeling Blue

Genre: Realistic Fiction

F/P –  N 

1) Story Introduction: 

· Read Title and the author’s names

· Talk about the cover illustrations 
· Make predictions about what they think the book will be about
· Tell students that this story is written in “first person” and it will draw them into the feelings and ideas of Amber Brown’s world. When a story is written in first person, that means the story is being told by a character in the story.
· Tell them that this story is about a girl whose parents are divorced. She is trying to choose between spending Thanksgiving with her mom or her dad. 
· Ask them to relate to the character- Do they have friends whose parents are divorced and are their parents divorced. If so, how do they feel or how does his or her friend feel about spending time with both parents. 
2) Story Walk

· Discuss visualizing and how we will use it in this book

· Story is filled with direct quotes, so we might need to pay extra attention to who is speaking. We may need to reread at times in order to maintain comprehension. 

· Tell students that we are going to fill in the “Sense-ing” the story setting handout. We have to use all of our senses, in order to make a mental movie in our heads. 

· Talk about what setting is and why it is important.

· Talk about the importance of summarizing.  

3) First Reading

· Model reading part of Chapter one for the students. 

· After reading page 1: Ask: “How do we know she is the person saying: I am lying down on the floor, doing my homework? Ask: “How does the fact that Amber Brown is the narrator make the story events more memorable? Ask: How would this book be different if it were not told in the first person? 

· Discuss how I made the reading sound natural, as if the characters were actually talking to their best friends.

· Have students take turns reading the rest of Chapter one and go on to Chapter two if time allows. 

· Summarize at the end of each chapter. 

· Find short vowel/closed words together and make a list. 

4) Second Reading

· Retell what was read 

